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through (7), a description of any proposed 
mechanisms— 

(A) to reduce travel required by veterans 
to receive care; 

(B) to reduce wait-times for veterans re-
ceiving care; or 

(C) to increase the quality of care received 
by veterans. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on the date that is one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SA 2779. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 1982, to improve the 
provision of medical services and bene-
fits to veterans, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 291, after line 21, add the fol-
lowing: 
Subtitle E—Other Claims Processing Matters 
SEC. 641. INSPECTOR GENERAL INVESTIGATION 

INTO WHETHER EMPLOYEES OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
DESTROYED FILES TO MISREPRE-
SENT BACKLOG OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs shall commence an inves-
tigation to assess— 

(1) whether employees of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs have destroyed files; and 

(2) whether the destruction of such files 
was carried out in order to misrepresent the 
backlog of claims filed with the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for benefits under laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary. 

(b) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Inspector General shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the findings of the Inspec-
tor General with respect to the investigation 
carried out pursuant to subsection (a). 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 26, 2014, at 10:30 
a.m., to hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Trea-
ties.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 26, 2014, at 2:15 
a.m., to hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Pros-
pects for Peace in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo and Great Lakes Re-
gion.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
February 26, 2014, at 10 a.m., in room S– 
216 of the Capitol Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 26, 2014, in room SD– 
628 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Early Childhood Develop-
ment and Education in Indian Country: 
Building a Foundation for Academic 
Success.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on February 26, 2014, at 
9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Offshore Tax Evasion: The Effort to 
Collect Unpaid Taxes on Billions in 
Hidden Offshore Accounts.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION 
POLICY, AND CONSUMER RIGHTS 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition 
Policy, and Consumer Rights, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate, on February 26, 2014, at 10 
a.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘An Examination of 
Competition in the Wireless Market.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
February 26, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SECURITY 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Social Security, Pen-
sions, and Family Policy of the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on February 26, 2014, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Retirement Savings for Low-In-
come Workers.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on February 26, 2014, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jason Dean, a 
military fellow in my office, be granted 
the privilege of the floor for the re-
mainder of this Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 1752 AND S. 1917 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that at a time to be determined by the 
majority leader, with the concurrence 
of Senator MCCONNELL, the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of Calendar 
No. 251, S. 1752; that if a cloture motion 
is filed on the bill, there be 2 hours of 
debate on S. 1752 and S. 1917, equally 
divided between the two leaders or 
their designees; that upon the use or 
yielding back of time, the Senate im-
mediately proceed to the vote on the 
motion to invoke cloture; that if clo-
ture is invoked, all postcloture time be 
yielded back and the Senate imme-
diately proceed to vote on passage of 
the bill; that no amendments, points of 
order or motions be in order to the bill 
prior to the vote on passage; that if the 
motion to invoke cloture on S. 1752 is 
not agreed to, the bill be returned to 
the calendar; that upon the conclusion 
of the consideration of S. 1752, the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to the consid-
eration of Calendar No. 293, S. 1917; 
that if a cloture motion is filed on the 
bill, the Senate immediately proceed 
to a vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture; that if cloture is invoked, all 
postcloture time be yielded back and 
the Senate immediately proceed to 
vote on passage of the bill; that no 
amendments, points of order or mo-
tions be in order to the bill prior to the 
vote on passage; that if the motion to 
invoke cloture on S. 1917 is not agreed 
to, the bill be returned to the calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of S. Res. 363. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 363) celebrating Black 
History Month. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 363) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
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